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HEWLETT-PACKARD has bagged the contract
for Himachal State Wide Area Network (HIM-
SWAN) at Rs 46.81 crore. The scope of work cov-
ers vertical connections from state to district to
sub-division to tehsil / sub-tehsil/ block levels
with 131 points of presence, wireless connectivi-
ty and more than 1,000 horizontal offices. This of-
fermade by HP with networking equipment from
Juniper and Nortel is considered to be the lowest
in the country and is expected to set new bench-
marks in SWAN pricing.

A letter of intent (Lol) was issued to HP India
Sales on November 18, 2006 after an open ten-
der. Besides HE others in the fray included Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), HCL, Wipro, Bharat
Electronics (BEL), Bharti Airtel and Tulip IT Ser-
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vices. However, four commerdal bids were
opened as TCS and HCL could not submit theirs
in time and Tulip IT Services did not qualify.
Wipro had bid Rs 82 crore, BEL Rs 59 crore, Bhar-
ti Airtel Rs 79.18 crore. The network will wire all
the government offices in the state down to the
lowest rung of administrative hierarchy. The net-
work will be data, voice and video enabled. Video
conferencing, which is already available in all dis-
tricts and tribal sub-divisions in the state, shall
now be possible even to the remote areas of the
state. Also a State Data Centre will be established
by April 2007 and will work simultaneously with
HIMSWAN. This would enable instantaneous
updation and transmission of data and availabili-
ty of G2C services anywhere inside the state.
The project will take around 29 weeks 1o com-
plete from the date of agreement which is expect-
ed to be initialled within the next two weeks. y




